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T5-JE  JfcWChVAIial  LJCIXH.T 

Coucerning  the  Dispatch  and  Withdrawal  of  the  Arty  and  Wavy  Forcos. 
The  Outline  and  Progress  of  the  Military  Operations  of  the  KAil.'TUKG 

Arty. 


(  The  headquarters  of  the  KWTUNG  Arty  March  3rd,  1932.  ) 

(  ) 

(  Outline  of  the  Emi.TUIiO  Army's  Operations  ) 

(  ) 

(  By  the  headquarters  of  the  .vtfJuiltfNG  Army  ) 

(  ) 

(  From  19  Sept.  1931  to  Feb.  1932  ) 


(1)  The  Disposition  of  the  i&.AUTlhO  ar/y  and  the  CHE.5SE  Any  in 
MA.'CHUTJA  prior  to  the  Incident.  The  *.i upasi tion  of  the  iUANTUT«G  Arry  before 
the  Incident  ia  as  of  supplementary  lap  (1)  ond  those  of  the  North-Eastern 
Defense  Amy  is  as  of  Supplementary  map  i2). 

In  order  to  weot  tho  frequent  occurrences  of  Anti-Japanese  events 
prior  to  the  Ineidonc,  tho  Ary  studied  emergent  measures  end  completed 
preparations  for  any  untoward  happenings. 

(2)  Movement  of  tho  iGAhTChO  Any.  Determined  to  sot  out. 

On  September  IS,  at  11:46  P.M. ,  the  Chief  of  Staff  receives  the 
following  telegram  from  tho  Special  Service  Corps  ( T0*TI  D-XI2AI! )  at  'VDU'.t 

"A  little  after  ten  o'clook  in  the  ovonlng  of  tho  18th,  reports 
was  roceived  that  the  outrageous  Chinese  Troops  destroyed  tho  South  Manchurian 
Dailway  lines  west  of  the  Big  Northern  Barracks  in  the  north  of  MUXDI4' , 
attacking  our  guards  and  clashing  rlth  our  defense  forces.  In  view  of  this 
report,  the  2nd  Infantry  Battalion  of  the  UUKLiy  Indopendont  Garrison  is  now 
on  its  way  to  tho  place  of  ongagaicut." 

On  tho  following  day  et  0:26  A.xJ. ,  the  Chief  of  Staff  /T.N.  Major 
Central  Miyake  Miteuharu  in  pencil/  received  from  the  lira®.  Special  Semico 
Corps  tho  following  tologram: 

"The  Chino3o  troops  at  tho  Big  Northern  Barracks  blew  up  the 
Manchurian  Nailway  lineo.  The  strength  of  tho  forcos  arc  estimated  at  three 
or  four  compenies.  They  hevo  gradually  fled  into  thoir  barracks.  A  little 
after  11  o'clock,  our  company  at  HUShTIAI  aro  fighting  with  five  or  six 
hundred  enemies  at  the  Great  Korthoru  Burracks,  end  although  we  have 
occupied  a  corner  of  thu  pleco,  the  enoiy  is  now  increasing  their  machine 
guns  and  Infantry  guns.  Our  company  i3  now  fighting  against  heavy  odds;  and 
1st  Lt.  i.QD..  hus  been  aovoroly  wounded." 
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Since  the  fighting  between  the  Chinese  and  tho  Japanese  troop3  was 
thus  begun,  end  .diet  Is  noro,  we  were  challenged  by  tho  Chlnoso,  wo  aro 
determined  to  fulfil  our  duty  by  concentrating  our  taain  forces  in  ISJiXEI, 
Inflicting  q  hord  blow  on  tho  Chlneso  Amy,  and  eliminating  tho  root  of  tho 
ovll.  Howover,  at  that  tlmo,  tho  strength  of  our  iCAUTUNG  Army  guarding  tho 
1,000  kilometers  of  tho  iionchurian  Railway  lines  totalod  not  more  than  10,000 
men,  (out  of  which  1,600  non  woro  stationed  at  MU.XQJ)  while  the  Chlneso 
regular  troops  at  IIKDHI  alono  numborod  about  19,000.  Combining  tho  CMr.en'- 
rogular  army  and  the  irrogulor  any  together,  tho  onowy  forces  in  tho  eastern 
four  provinces  numbered  220,000.  In  case  of  emergency,  therefore,  the  only 
way  to  protect  tho  railrouds  extending  to  such  a  long  diatonco  and  to  preserve 
tho  lives  and  properties  of  our  compatriots  numbering  one  million,  is  to 
concentrate  our  laain  forcos  quickly,  und  taking  the  initiative  by  annihilating 
tho  pick  of  enemy  forces  in  tho  vicinity  of  HMDs;  and  thereby  to  control 
the  nerve  center  of  the  Eastern  four  provinces,  Furthermore,  in  order  to 
secure  the  dofonso  of  tho  S.h.R.  linos  south  of  .4U<XEn  and  thus  maintain  tho 
freedom  of  operation,  especially,  without  delaying  tho  transportation  of 
roinforcuoents  from  tho  direction  of  ;DREh,  it  is  nocossory  to  clear  away 
tho  Chinese  «ruy  promptly  in  tho  neighbourhood  of  FIXING  HU/jiG-CHENG,  AiiTONG 
and  YINGKD./,  adjacent  to  the  Manchurian  railroads. 

Battle  in  the  vicinity  of  MUXD&. 

Just  at  thut  time  the  Staff  Officer  Colonol  ITXGAKI  was  ut  ; iUXBEN . 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  event,  the  Colonel  decided  on  his  own  Initiative  at 
onco  to  attack  on  tho  Groat  Northern  Army  Barracks  without  waiting  for  tho 
concentration  of  tho  main  forcos. 

Since  our  troopo  started  tho  attack  on  tho  cno.y,  at  the  Great 
Northern  Army  Barracks,  it  became  an  utmost  necessity  to  safeguard  tho  rear 
end  at  the  same  time  to. repel  tho  enemy  within  the  walled  city  of  14JXDKJ 
which  hold  the  position  on  our  flank  to  which  tho  Colonol  ordered  the  Second 
Infantry  Battalion  of  the  ludopondont  Garrison  to  uttack  the  Chinese  at  the 
Groat  Northern  ..ny  Barracks,  and  the  29th  Infantry  Rogiraont  to  attack  tho 
enemy  at  MUKDEN. 

Tho  Chinese  Any  nt  tho  Groat  Northern. Ar y  Barracko  resisted 
stubbornly;  but  duo  to  tho  opoody  and  clever  rannoouvro  of  our  troops  and 
especially  os  they  ./ere  roll  trained  for  night  operations,  and  also  bocauso  that 
tho  oneny  in  the  t/ullod  city  of  HUiDEU  fought  diojolntedly  thoy  wore  dis¬ 
persed  and  be a ton  individually  step  by  stepi  Tho  battle  lasted  for  8  hours 
und  at  about  6:00  it. Mi  on  tho  19th,  the  rfullod  City  of  ir.CDEN  and  tho  Great 
Northern  ..ny  Barracko  fell  completely  into  our  hands.  With  the  arrival 
of  our  main  forces  nopping-up  operation  of  enemy  troops  was  c  rried  on  in  the 
arsenal,  airfield  -aid  the  Groat  Eastern  Any  Bnrmc'cs,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity 
of  UUKLIIA  <.t  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  operation  was  a  Inoat 
completed.  The  main  forcea  of  tho  doluatod  enemy  rotroutod  in  the  direction 
of  SriElUa.1  line.  i.  part  of  thorn  stopped  in  the  vicinity  of  FUSKUN  and 
another  pait  seomed  to  hove  retreated  towards  KSHeQN. 
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Battle  in  the  vicinity  of  CiUi.G-CHIV. 

Tho  third  Infantry  Brlgado  (Excluding  29th  Infantry  Regiment) 
stationed  at  CKaEG-CKIH;  loomed  that  a  battlo  ./as  raging  between  the  Japanese 
and  Chinese  troops  at  00 j  15  a.M.  on  tho  19th  in  tho  vicinity  of  MTCDEi.  The 
Brigade  having  decided  to  advance  ita  wain  force  southward  to  ’ UKLEI ,  i.nedi- 
atoly  started  preparation;  but  ct  3i05  ,..Ui  received  orders  from  tho 
Commander  of  tho  /CwTOnO  *ny  to  roue in  at  CH.J«G-CHUK  end  observe  tho  rnouy’s 
movement.  however,  the  brigade  Coraundor  Judged  that  it  was  dangerous  for 
hiia  to  remain  quiet,  as  tho  enemy  in  the  vicinity  out  numbered  his  troops 
several  times  and  since  tho  battle  had  already  coumoucod  in  the  i IT 0)131  area. 

<.t  bis  own  discretions,  ho  at  ouco  attacked  tho  Chinese  troops  in  tho  vicinity. 
The  enemy  took  position  in  the  barracks  and  resisted  stubbornly.  ..t  down, 
tno  battlo  become  unfavourable  to  us,  with  increasing  casuoltlos. 

At  six  o'clock  in  tho  morning,  tho  Independent  Garrison  Coi*a-ndur 
completod  entraining  his  men  together  with  tho  main  force  of  tho  First 
Infantry  Battalion  of  the  Independent  Garrison  at  iCUDGOKULIHQ  station  (Tho 
entraining  was  delayed,  bocauoo  the  train  ;as  composed  and  fonrurdod  from 
ChlhG-CHUN) .  Tho  Commander  learned  that,  in  splto  of  our  troops,  in  tho 
neighbourhood  of  UUXLUl  winning  the  battlo  up  to  that  time,  our  troops  in 
the  vicinity  of  CHENG  CHUN  wore  in  an  adverse  situation.  At  his  discretion, 
the  main  force  of  tho  First  Infantry  Battalion  of  tho  .hidopondont  Garrison 
was  sont  to  CHENG  CHUis ;  :nd  tho  Ccumrnder  himself  with  a  guard  of  one  platoon 
proceeded  southward  to  UUKDEU.  Thus,  tho  First  Infcntry  Battalion  of  tho 
Iudepondont  Garrison  advanced  tower  dr  the  Chinese  army  barracks  at  FA1JLIKG; 
and  in  co-oporation  with  a  part  of  tho  4th  Infantry  Roginout,  they  started 
attacking  and  Joined  a  fierce  battlo  with  tho  ouoiy.  For  instance,  tho 
Third  Company  lost  38  man  out  of  64  combatants. 

Roinforcoment  by  tho  39th  Mixed  Brigade. 

Tho  Comaador  of  tho  army  arrived  at  IIKCDKi  at  noon  on  the  19  th, 
and  loarnod  the  various  conditions  dosenbod  boforo.  Ho  sont  tho  30th 
Infantry  Regiment  and  tho  main  foroo  of  tho  Socond  Field  Artillery  Roglment 
to  CHENG  CHU1I  as  reinforcement.  Prior  to  this,  tho  Comandor  had  docidod  to 
punish  tho  Chlnoso  ar.y,  ond  requo3ted  tho  Conncndcr  of  the  Korean  Any  to 
despatch  reinforcements.  The  reply  from  the  Coruoider  of  tho  Korean  Ary 
informed  that  undor  the  command  of  the  Comraundor  of  the  39th  Infantry  Rugiuont 
of  tho  Korean  any  a  unit  aoj.posod  of  fivo  infantry  battalions,  two  artillery 
battalions,  and  ono  coapaiy  each  of  cavalry  end  of  engineers  rj.d  two  squadrons 
of  airforce  (one  squadron  of  recounalssunco  planes  aid  ono  of  f ightor) would 
bo  sont  os  reinforcement,  to  the  KNAIITOHO  .my.  This  unit  (except  the  rir- 
forco)  was  known  to  errivo  at  tho  HJnI HI  station  between.  daybreak  and  two 
o'clock  in  tho  afternoon  of  the  20th.  On  tho  amvii  of  this  unit  it  was 
decided  to  heva  them  detailed  for  guarding  tno  vicinity  of  I1TT-3H  thus 
relieving  tho  Socond  Division.  Tlio  Socond  Division  will  be  ordcrc-d  to  procood 
to  CHENG  CKUK  and  to  hove  it  prepared  for  udvanciiig  to  IlnRBIN  and  ChILIN 
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th«t  ,cro  gradually  being  plunged  into  confusion  nnd  dioordor.  ..t  the  a  one 
tine |  it  was  decided  that  a  unit  should  bo  dispatched  to  C.1EIG  ChL.  TTJII 
and  tho  neighbouring  area  of  KSUJUIH,  and  then  occupy  tho  crossing  point 
of  the  River  LL.O.  uf tor  all,  since  tho  situation  bocuuo  so  aggravated,  it 
bocaiio  necessary  for  tho  ..r.y  to  take  further  stops,  for  the  roaintenance  of 
order  iu  tho  three  Eastern  Provinces  and  for  tho  protection  of  tho  Japanese 
residents  there.  lit  ordor  to  acconplish  this,  it  was  doomed  absolutely 
necessary  to  maintain  order  not  only  in  tho  adjacent  area  of  tho  Manchurian 
Railroad  lines  but  also  in  CK1LJR,  and  othor  placoo. 

Tho  occupation  of  ChE.GCLlV.TUli,  HSEJ1EI  and  tho  crossing  point  of 
the  Rivor  LL.O  was  necessary  for  safe-guarding  tho  Manchurian  Railroads,  in 
viov.  of  the  enery's  conditions  1:  tlx  neighbourhood  of  T..C;hJ',  LUliGLIO  and 
CillLCHOT. 

(1)  Temporary  suspension  of  the  reinforce: amt  fron  the  Korean  .ary. 

Houevar,  tho  Co.iiar.oi_r  of  tho  It.untung  Any  received  at  11 
fron  tho  Commander  of  tiio  Korean  ..r.y  a  report  to  tL~  effect  that  the  re¬ 
inforcement  had  been  ordered  by  the  Chiof  of  the  General  Staff  to  ronain  ill 
the  south  of  Shinglsliu  until  further  orders.  Therefore ,  on  account  of  its 
strength  tho  Kwontuug  ..r.y  .ms  obliged  to  abandon  tho  occupation  of  tho 
crossiiig  point  of  tho  River  Liuo,  but  gathered  the  nuin  forces  of  the 
Division  ai.d  tv;o  battalions  of  tho  Independent  Garrison  in  tho  vicinity  of 
Chungchu.g,  for  tho  situations  in  Kirin  ur.d  Harbin  turoatenod  to  becone 
disquieting. 

(3)  Spreading  of  tho  Incident  and  tho  Decision  of  the  Cabinet. 

..t  6  P.M.  on  that  day,  tho  following  tologran  .tss  received  from 
tho  n'ar  Minister: 

"Concerning  tno  clash  beti/oon  Japanese  and  Chinese  soldiers,  tho 
Govonn.ent  of  the  Bapiro  has  decided  its  policy  to  do  its  best  to  prevent 
tho  Incident  from  spreading,  ol though  this  Incident  nas  caused  by  Chinese 
soldiers'  destroying  a  portion  of  the  South  Manchuria  Rail; /ay  and  the  fault 
la  of  courso  on  the  part  of  China.  Take  actio.,  bearing  this  policy  in  nir.d." 

Simultaneously  tho  following  telegram  *cs  received  from  the  Chiof 
of  the  General  Staff. 

"1.  Tlx  determination  sr.d  disposal  of  tho  Coinandor  of  tho 
K/antung  Anay  since  the  night  of  Sept.  18  is  timely  and  pertinent  and  is 
believed  to  hsvo  enhanced  the  prostigo  of  tho  Japanese  Any. 

"2.  Considering  tho  ettitudo  of  China  since  tho  occurrence  of  tho 
Incidor.t,  tho  Cabinet  doc  idea  that  tho  Incident  shall  bo  dealt  vith  so  as  not 
to  exceed  tho  necessary  stops.  Therefore  the  action  of  tho  ..ny  ahull  bo 
taken  ir.  accordance  with  the  abovo  object." 
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(4)  The  Despatch  of  tho  Second  Division  to  KIRI!’. 

..s  soon  so  the  report  concerning  tho  bottles  botTOcn  Japanese 
mid  Chinoso  troops  near  liukdou  and  Change  hung  ;ras  brought  on  the  uoming  of 
19th  to  iCIRIN,  tho  fcollngs  of  the  Chinese  oround  Kirin  grew  gradually 
worse.  .md  ESI  i 5L.,  acting  Governor  of  KIP  IN  Provincial  Govenu-ant  went 
so  far  as  to  doclaro  to  the  Japanese  that  ho  could  not  take  responsibility 
for  protecting  tho  Japanese  residents  there. 

according  to  tile-  infoniction  obtained  fron  Ki-oheng  Railway  Doard, 
it  Stoned  that  the  Main  forcos  of  tho  JCLREJ  ;any  had  already  started  novir.g 
(direction  and  number  ',xro  uncertain) .  0„  tho  overling  of  tho  20th,  a  report 

auno  fron  OSEaO,  Miohisuda,  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  couinollor  of  KIRIN  ..ry. 

By  this  telogroxi,  it  ..-as  off imou  thet  tie  our. ay  loft  the  city  of  HIRE.  and 
advanced  to  a  certain  direction.  The  Couwender  of  tho  ..r .  y  received  at 
9:4S  P.d.  the  folio  wing  teleg.a. :  which  had  bee-  sent  ct  1:40  P.II.  by  tho 
head  of  the  KIKEi  Her  incuts  ..ssoc  lotion: 

"Tho  situation  in  KHlEi  hue  bocoue  tenso.  Souo  fired  at  tho  housoB 
of  Japanese  residents.  ..  few  v/owou  end  children  ’were  evacuated,  but  tho 
greater  part  of  tho  residents  aro  unablo  to  leave  tho  city  raid  the  danger  is 
increasing  every  uinute.  ,/e  ro^Uest  too  Com  Kinder,  by  tho  decision  of  the 
..ssociation,  to  take  a  Measure  prouptly  for  perfeot  protection  of  tlio 
residents." 

Thus  in  the  vicinity  of  nlREt,  the  danger  wna  by  and  by  drawing 
noaror  to  tho  Japancso  residents  end  the  situation  could  not  bo  left  ulo..o. 

On  the  other  hand,  tho  situation  in  l-ulBE>  was  worse; ring.  If  the  rain  foveas 
of  tho  Seoor.d  Division  which  -..ore  in  CILhiGCiiUh  had  bccu  sent  to  KIRIN,  tho 
defonso  along  tho  long  Manchuria;.  Rail  ay  linos  would  bo  weakened.  If  sono 
part  of  tho  railway  should  have  been  destroyed,  tho  -any  would  licvu  boon 
placed  in  tho  dangor  of  being  dividud  into  two  ports,  each  of  which  being 
located  in  the  north  and  the  south  ct  tho  south  at  tho  dlatanco  of  400 
kllouetcr8.  Moreover  tho  Counander  had  boon  strongly  wo mod  of  tho  spreading 
of  the  Incident  by  tho  Chief  of  the  General  Stuff  and  tho  .:.'nr  Minister. 
Thoroforo,  it  -..as  necossarj'  to  be  especially  prudent  concerning  tl.o  dispatch 
of  troops  to  HIRE..  However ,  ct  tho  3ight  of  tho  danger  gradually  drawing 
noaror  end  tho  only  thing  tl.o  Japcueso  rocplo  can  roly  on  was  e  solitcry 
railway,  tho  Coin  Kind  or  oould  not  ignoro  it.  Hereupon  tho  Ca :  Kinder  thouglit 
it  neceooary  to  send  troops  to  .ORE.  and  to  give  a  bio;,  to  tho  Chinese  troops, 
by  doing  this  he  con  attain  tho  object  of  protecting  the  rcoldonts  tliero  and 
at  the  sa .x>  tisro,  to  demoralize  tho  Chinese  troap3  and  thus  rake  our  ;.ny  safe. 

Thus  it  was  docidod  on  the  21st  of  Soptoubcr  that  the  :iain  forces 
of  the  Second  Division  in  CH.J.G  CiJJT.  should  bo  scut  to  KIRE1.  Tho  forces 
loft  CHmI/G  CHUN  at  9:50  on  tho  21st  for  HIRE/,  on  cniound  truin  running 
ahead.  On  the  .ay,  the  Dlvlaional  Com  Kinder  uot  Lieutenant-General  /.JIG, 
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agent  of  NSI  USL.,  acting  President  of  the  tCIRIlJ  Provincial  Govomnont; 

(03E.C0,  councillor  of  tLe  KIRIN'  ..r. y  accoupanlcd  V/.l.O)  and  uado  an  arrangc- 
nont  in  respect  to  our  unrolling  into  KIRIN.  Tho  Main  forcos  of  the  KIRIl? 

.my,  being  afraid  of  tho  Imperial  Any,  hod  flod  at  that  tiuo  to  the  north 
of  Klf.Ic!  end  a  part  of  tho  <.ny  had  cooaped  to  the  SHEiti.1  line.  Therefore, 
our  min  forces  vero  gathered  at  KIRIN  until  8  o'clock  and  puaco  ..as 
mintainoa  there.  Tho  Couinnder  of  tho  Korean  ..r<  y  despatched  ot  his  o./u 
discrctio..  the  59th  Mixed  Brigade. 

The  Co.nundor  of  tho  Kwautung  ..my  recoivod  u  little  post  ono 
o'clock  on  that  day  from  tho  railway  authorities  a  ropoi-t  to  the  effect  that 
the  39th  Mixed  Brigade  had  orossod  ti.c  YALU  River.  But  lio  uos  half  in  doubt. 
..t  2:00  P.ii.  the  following  telegram  ..'as  received  fron  tho  59tli  Mixed  Brigr.eoi 

"Tho  39th  Mixod  Brigade,  having  crossed  the  boundary  line  at  1:00 
P.U.  on  the  21st,  has  coi.o  under  the  counand  of  Your  Excellency,  and  is 
torching  to  Mukden." 

Hereupon  the  Ajev  hud  the  39th  Mixed  Brignae  guard  tho  vicinity  of 
Mukdon  and  guthorod  all  tho  forcos  of  tho  Second  Division  at  CILNOCHGU  and 
KIRIN,  lauking  preparation  for  tuiy  change  in  tho  situation.  Owing  to  this, 
tho  conditions  in  Harbin  district  which  had  been  dangerous  for  a  while ,  bocano 
gradually  sottled. 

(5)  The  Boubing  of  CHU-CrjOh. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Uukdcn  and  along  the  railway,  remnants  of  tho 
defected  enuuy  and  bandits  wore  rampant.  They  plundered  and  did  violonco  as 
they  liked.  Especially  not  a  sunll  number  of  thou  killod  or  roped  tho 
Koreans.  Hereupon  tho  Any  positively  vanquished  thoso  outlaws  and  pecificd 
tho  Koreans  and  protected  all  civilians;  thus  tho  surroundings  bee one  by  and 
by  quiot. 

Luring  this  tino,  CILd.'O  Hsuch-liang  established  ot  Chinchow  tho 
provisionary  Govern: -.out  of  Liaoning  Provinco  and  ;otherod  his  troops  at  that 
pluco  from  various  directions  ar.d  disturbed  public  poaco  behind  our  ..my; 
and  inotigating  the  rarniouts  of  tho.  dofeated  troops  liich  had  flod  to  the 
dietiict  oost  of  the  Manchurian  Railway,  tried  to  attack  our  Ary  fro::  two 
flanks.  On  account  of  this,  tho  public  feeling  along  tho  Railway  -.hick  hed 
once  bocouo  settled,  began  to  got  jaiowhat  perturbed. 

Horoupon  tho  .my  liaa  airplanes  scout  tho  situation  in  tho  vicinity 
cf  CilirCRO.t.  Tho  Chinese  iired  at  us  end  clearly  iianifostod  hostile  action, 
so  tLat  at  last  we  bo.ibod  and  frightened  then.  Still  they  instigated 
partisans  and  continued  their  activity  Implicitly,  calling  thoir  ~ay  of 
battle  "a  fror.tless  strategy". 
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(6)  Situation  bofore  tho  Battle.  Battlo  In  tho  vicinity  of  T.USB.G. 


CIUiG  Hai-pong,  governor  of  T..ON.JI,  declared  independence  on  tho 
1st  of  October  and  began  marching  northward  and,  repulsing  tho  woak  troops 
of  the  Heilungkiang  .any  on  tho  wuy,  arrived  at  the  right  shoro  of  the 
River  i-.Oi.HI  in  the  Middle  of  October.  Tho  Heilungkiang  i-my,  in  ordor  to  cl.ec 
the  Chong  Hai-pcng  ..rny's  narchlng  northward,  burned  down  the  bridgo  of  tho 
Taonan-ikncangs  railway  crossing  tho  NONNI  Rivor,  resulting  in  caiplcte 
suspension  of  tlic  railway  traffic.  The  acid  rail  ;ay  is  tho  Main  lino  of 


international 
Japnnoso  lox: 
ana  intejf^e* 


al  coMMunicatlqn  and, further ipro ,it  is  the  sole  security  of  for  the. 
or.  b-'  which  this  railway  wuo  ouilt  ur.a  of  -..filch  pay.iont  or  prime Ipu 

_  _ _.rt  „as  sus^oiideu.  boutrac tlo.i  of  the  bridge,  ..•her.  the  season  for 

Moving  of  tho  North-Ilancliurian  special  products  amounting  to  soue  2,500,00 0 

tOiis  is  close  at  hand,  not  only  inflicts  enoxuous  losses  on  S.M.R.  but  also 
has  great  inl'luonco  upon  tho  ooononic  life  of  tho  Chinese  people.  ,.ccordi;.gly 
on  October  20,  S.M.R.  dlspatchod  TnXBIURi.,  Katsuklyo,  Consulting  Engineer 
of  the  Tacnan-^nganghsi  Railway,  and  4  other  non  to  the  scene  to  Make  actual 
investigations.  Tho  Heilungkiang  ,.ny,  ho  rover,  despite  thoir  knotting  that 
ThiffitWR..  and  his  party  were  non-coMbatcnts,  were  oo  outrageous  as  to  fire  at 
than,  Making  their  investigations  inpcssiblo.  Thereafter,  S.M.R.  entered  n 
strong  protest  through  Consul  SHIMIZU  at  TSITSI1L.H  on  Hovonbor  29,  aguJLnst 
Ms  chan-stan,  ..ctlng-Govoraor  of  lloilungkiang  Province,  notifying  that 
ropeira  ohould  be  cauplotod  by  Noveu’oer  3  fixing  a  torn  of  ono  .rook  end  that, 
ahculd  ho  not  oonply  with  tho  notification,  the  Btpiro  /T.N.  IiIP.iN/  would 
carry  out  tho  repair  by  force.  Tho  Heilungkiang  Provincial  Govons.ent, 
promising  that  it  would  start  repairs  on  November  30,  wasted  i»r.y  a  day 
without  sincerity  froM  tho  outset. 


Tho  Dispatch  of  Hunk long  Dotachuont. 


Tho  Heilungkiang  ..ruy,  thon  concentrated  on  tho  northern  shore 
of  the  Rivor  NOKNI,  soeriod  to  have  as  its  train  forces  a  unit  oouposod  of 
bomo  2,000  infontrynen.  In  view  of  such  an  ettitudo  of  tho  Heilungkiang 
Provincial  Governnent,  tho  Taonan-Anganghsi  Railway  Bureau  and  S.M.R.,  presuM- 
ing  thtt  tho  repair  work  would  net  bo  completed  by  Novenbor  3,  requested  the 
»ry  to  dispatch  an  oscort  unit  in  ordor  that  they  night,  in  accordance  with 
tho  need,  oouuanco  tho  repair  work  on  the  4th,  tho  next  day.  Tho  Ar.y,  taking 
into  conoideration  tho  gonoral  situation,  dotor.ilncd  to  ululnlzo  forces  to 
bo  dispa tohod  and  ordered  tho  Kunkiang  Detachment  (1  infantry  battalion,  1 
artillery  battalion  and  1  coapony  of  cngincora)  to  march  to  the  placo  ur.aor 
the  coMMond  of  Colonol  H.JUDT0,  ConMendor  of  tho  16th  Infantry  Rcginont. 

The  Uunkiang  Detachment,  concent  rated  in  tho  vicinity  of  Chong- 
ohi&tun  at  midnight  cf  iiovonber  1,  loft  thoro  early  in  tho  noming  on  tl'.o 
2nd  and  gathered  on  that  night  in  tho  vicinity  of  Tuilai  and  sending  scouts, 
sot  about  rcconnalssanco.  On  tho  same  day,  tho  following  notico  t.us  dclivored 
to  li:  Chon-shan  and  Ch.j,'G  Hai-pong. 


Notico: 
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"The  Tcoimn-hngonghai  Railway  Bureau  and  S.L.h.  hevo  no. 
to  errry  out  repairs  of  the  railway  bridge  in  the  neighborhood  of  flange,  .c, 
on  the  River  HOhHI,  under  tlio  cover  of  Our  Japonesu  army.  Our  .JR y,  there¬ 
fore,  horoby  notifies  the  Hoilirigkiang  Provincial  -nry  end  tlio  CII.JIO  Hai-pong 
«r'y  of  the  f  •>  Homing  nutters: 

liOxe  I 

1.  Tho  River/  biidge  shall  not  hereafter  bo  put  to  strategic  use. 

2.  Both  ermics  shell  uitidrew  outside  the  lino  for  o  distance  of  10 
kilometres  from  the  bridge  by  noon  of  December  4  and  3hall  not  enter  within 
10  kilometres  from  the  bridge  until  tlio  repair  ork  is  completed.  Tho  date 
of  completing  repairs  shall  be  notified  us  3oou  es  it  becomes  definite. 
..gainst  those  who  do  not  comply  with  tho  above  requests,  ro  will  lawfully 
use  forcu  by  regarding  that  as  harbouring  liostility  against  the  Japanose 
-r.y .  I  hereby  -.ram  you  as  mentioned  above.  On  Kove  .bcr  2,  the  6th  year  of 
ohowa  (1951). 


»  r  i  i 
i  <_/  / 


Com  tanner  of  t.so  Japanese  nrjy,  HCLJO,  Shiigcru" 

Outbreak  of  Hostilities. 

On  the  night  of  hov.  3,  tx.o  next  day,  our  engineers  repaired  tho 
bridge  so  t-ut  soldiers  might  cross  on  foot  the  bridge  /liioli  hod  boon 
destroyed.  On  the  ath,  at  3  a  p..rt  of  the  forcoo  led  by  a  company 
coeriaudor  occupied  the  Fifth  Bridge,  about  3  kilometers  south  of  the  Tahsing 
Station  and  escorted  tho  repair  works  of  tho  bridge.  However,  about  B:50  ,..U. , 
the  Chief  of  Staff  of  tho  Heilungkiang  ..rwy  came  to  tho  scene  in  company  'with 
Consul  SHLildU  at  ISITSDhJ’..  He  infomod  us  thet  they  hod  no  intention  of 
resistance  and  promised  us  that  the  first  lin6  forces  of  the  huilungkiong 
j.r.y  would  bo  withdram  before  noon,  end  left.  The  dense  fog  which  gathered 
from  morning  on  that  day  .cdo  it  utterly  impossible  to  perceive  ony  novtsients 
of  tho  eu&my  in  our  front.  The  7th  Company  cf  tho  16th  Infantry  Roginont, 
trusting  the  .erds  of  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Heiliu.gkie;.g  ..ry,  left  tho 
said  Fifth  Bridge  at  noon,  , .c.rchod  forward  with  o  largo  flag  of  the  Rising  Sun 
fluttering  at  the  head  of  tlio  Company;  e;d  each  soldier  carrying  a  3mnll  flag 
of  tho  Rising-Suu,  the  company  reached  the  south  of  the  Tahsing  Station,  when 
all  of  a  suddon  they  were  subjected  to  unlawful  firing  from  vurious  directions 
by  infantry  and  artillery,  and  sustained  12  casualties.  The  Company,  con¬ 
sequently,  retreated  to  tho  Fifth  Bridge  lir.o  to  wait  for  tho  arrival  cf  tho 
min  forces  of  tho  Detachment.  Tho  mni..  forcos  of  tho  Dotr.cleient,  hoarinp  th6 
sudden  gun-reports,  rushod  from  tho  Xia.-.gchiao  St  tion  to  the  front  lino  ot 
about  2:00  P.li. ;  but,  on  account  of  swampy  lands  outside  tl.e  railway  track 
through  which  even  infantryman  found  it  difficult  to  pass,  tlioro  •..■as  no 
altera,  tivo  but  to  await  tho  arrival  of  nightfall.  The  Detachment,  on  that 
night,  passed  through  the  swampy  lends  extremely  hard  to  wuao,  made  a  dotour 
towards  tho  left  flank  of  tho  euamy,  and  oponing  an  attack  at  daybreak  of  the 
5th,  captured  some  of  the  enoiy'u  positions.  The  onay,  liowevor,  rolying 
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upon  their  numerical  superiority,  cane  to  outflank  us  vice  versa.  To  make 
matters  nor so ,  at  about  3:00  p.H. ,  a  corps  of  some  1,000  nede  a  surprise 
raid  upon  our  right  flank  from  the  left-side.  Tlio  situation  the  detachment 
confronted  having  become  all  tho  more  tense,  our  soldiers  .tore  Intent  on 
ualtlng  for  tho  arrival  of  roinforceneuts. 

.arrival  of  reinforcements. 

The  Coumonder  of  the  Kwantung  at  Mukdon,  on  being  lnfomcd  of 
the  opening  of  hostilities  in  tho  evening  of  the  4th,  steadily  rushed  forces 
from  Chengchlatun  and  Uukdon.  Konovor,  tho  battlofiold  boing  at  a  distance 
of  430  and  odd  kilometres  by  railway,  it  took  more  than  20  hours  to  reach 
there,  ut  midnight  of  the  6th,  about  1  battalion  roinforced  from  Chengchlatun 
reached  the  battlefield,  followed  by  tho  arrival  at  6  ...M.  of  1  battalion 
which  rushed  from  Changchun  and  thus  our  forces  came  to  number  some  1,400. 
Thereupon,  the  enemy  forcos,  being  unable  to  resist  our  resolute  attack, 
retreated  to  tho  north,  leaving  behind  many  casualties.  The  Detachment 
occupied  positions  in  tho  vicinity  of  Tahsing  and  covered  tho  repairing  vrorks 
of  tho  bridge. 

7.  Battles  in  the  vicinity  of  Angenghsi. 

Our  forcos,  concentrated  in  the  vicinity  of  Tahsing  by  November  7, 
consisted  of  somo  5  infantry  battalions,  5  artillery  companion,  1  engineer 
company  and  2  air  squadrons.  In  spite  of  having  sufficient  strength  for 
pursuing  the  enemy,  our  forcos  in  tho  neighbourhood  of  Tahsing  stopped 
advancing.  It  was  because  wo,  only  desirous  of  settling  tho  affair  peacefully 
and  of  doing  our  best  to  prevent  it  from  aggrandizing,  pocketed  tho  insult 
and  cheoked  the  troops  burning  with  hostile  foul Inge. 

The  enemy,  ho-.ovor,  acting  contrary  to  our  peaceful  attitude, 
stopped  in  a  region  as  near  os  the  southern  sldo  of  tho  Ch?neso-Sa3tom 
Railway  line,  and  mustered  its  min  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  hnganghei  and 
moreover,  called  together  considerable  numbers  of  forcos  from  various 
quarters.  The  strength  of  tho  eneiy  forcos,  concentrated  in  tho  vicinity 
of  hnganghsl,  amounted  to  30>ie  6,000  of  infantry  and  3,000  of  cavalry.  The 
positions  in  the  nolghbournood  ox'  Hsiaohsir.gtui  .nd  Sauchlcnfang  bjge.. 
incroasing  their  strength.  Hie  one. y  forces  at  Chinch o:i,  on  thu  othor  har.d. 
gradually  started  their  aotivitios  in  concort  with  those  icrccs  and  9one 
10,000  bandits  instigated  by  thorn,  crossing  tho  Rlvor  J.iio,  come  to  witch 
for  a  chanco  to  attack  tho  South  Manchurian  Railway-line.  Just  then,  a 
report  was  received  that  the  situation  of  t.he  Tientsin  di-itrict  became 
threatening  and  that  our  China  Garrison  foicen  nod  £.  clooix  with  tho  Chinese 
forcos  there. 
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la  spite  of  our  groat  of  forts  to  prevent  the  Affair  frou  aggrandiz¬ 
ing,  the  gonorol  attitude  of  the  Chinese  forces  becono  positive  day  by  day. 

Ui  Chan-ahan,  especially,  uust6rcd  on  about  the  12th  nearly  all  the  strength 
of  tho  Heilungkiang  <jiy  auountiug  to  sons  20,000.  U.  Chan-shau  and  his 
followers,  relying  upon  their  nuuorlcal  superiority  and  3tiiiulated  by 
oncouraglng  telegram  frou  CHuNG  Hsueh-linng  end  various  other  quarters  inside 
tho  Great  Vail,  boastfully  doclorcd  that  they  would  havo  a  decisive  battlo 
with  the  Japanese  er.y .  Sinco  thoir  cavalry  corps  suddenly  showed  a  sign  of 
activity  in  our  front  and  right  flank,  an  eventual  clash  cane  to  bo 
absolutely  inevitable.  ..coordingly,  tho  nrry,  reporting  the  situation  to 
the  Central  /T .11.  TOKYO/  authorities,  v.-os  prepared  for  both  peace  and  ..or 
and  steadily  concentrated  the  :uin  forces  in  tho  vicinity  of  Tahsing.  The 
Co:uandor  of  our  Aruy,  erven  at  this  i tenant,  desirous  of  settling  tho  unttor 
peacefully  and  obeying  tho  wishes  of  tho  Contra.1,  authorities  dccidod  on 
asking  H.  Chan-Shau  again  to  r  aeons  J  dor  tho  ratter,  rxd  on  tho  14th  ;tado 
rccomcncat ions  by  offering  ;todorato  conditions.  Ho  .-ever,  paying  hordly 
any  attention  to  our  advico,  they  destroyed  the  Taonor.-.jiganghsi  Rail  ay 
line,  harassed  our  rear  aid  adopted  a  r.cro  defiant  attltudo  that.  over.  Tho 
hod  detorulnud  to  open  an  attack  after  uniting  these  forces  consisting 
of  tho  Hired  4th  Brigade  and  various  flying  corps  which  ’.  ere  in  course  of 
being  dispatched  frou  ho:;o  and  r,vre  expected  to  reach  thoro  on  the  21st  or 
22nd.  On  the  16th  and  1/th,  honovor,  the  ei.cty  tlirurtcned  our  right  flank 
with  a  superior  cavalry  corps  and  the  onay  forces  in  front  es  .roll  bccano 
active,  shoeing  a  sign  of  advancing  to  nako  an  attack  in  tho  early  hours  of 
tho  18th.  Thereupon,  tho  2nd  Division  turned  to  tho  offonslvo  at  daybreak 
of  tho  18th  with  a  axil  forco  and  pressed  on  to  Toitsihar  and  captured  tho 
city  by  atom.  But  as  tl  o  Main  forces  of  the  defeatod  ono.y  ro: rained  as  near 
as  Hallun  and  Kuahan  whore  the  situation  .-as  oxtraioly  threatening,  tho  ,.ry 
had  a  part  of  tho  forcoB  stationed  there  for  so.no  tine. 

8.  Occupation  of  CKHChO.Y. 

Public  opinion  in  China  Proper  being  stiffened  at  tho  tiro,  CKL-  G 
Kai-shek  end  CH.JJG  Hsuoh-llung,  who  seenod  to  hevo  been  influoncod  by  thoso 
donestio  roasons  advancod  tho  forces  as  nontionod  above,  into  tho  vioinity  of 
Chine  ho  n  to  the  east  of  the  River  Tallng  and  in  concert  with  flying  oolurjie, 
sturtud  positlvo  action,  furthemore,  placcras  propagating  a  declaration  of 
war  on  Japan  were  posted  in  Chinohow  end  various  placoe  along  the  Mukdon- 
Shonhcikwan  railway  where  runoura  of  code-ring  v.ar  or.  Japan  wore  prevalent. 

at  nidnight  of  November  26,  tho  «ry,  inforiod  of  hoatilltios  having 
begun  bet. .eon  the  Japancbo  and  Chinese  forces  in  tho  vicinity  of  Tientsin  by 
a  report  frou  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  tho  Tioutsin  Garrison,  decided  on  rosauing 
the  Garrison  frou  ouorger.oy ,  end  ordered  the  Mixed  4th  Brigade  eoncentratod 
at  tho  tirro  in  tho  neighbourhood  cf  Mu'adon  r.nd  tho  twin  body  of  tho  2nd 
Division  at  Toitsihar  to  udvance  on  the  27th  towards  the  Chinohow  district. 

These  forces  started  action.  Towards  the  ovoning  of  that  day,  howevor,  an 
order  cane  frou  tho  Chief  of  the  Gcnoral  Stuff  to  tho  effect  that  tho  opera¬ 
tions  of  advancing  to  tho  Chinchow  district  should  be  suspended  and  at  tho 
sane  tine,  os  the  tension  in  the  Tientsin  district  lied  bean  relaxed,  tho  Ary 
withdrew  these  forces  and  concentrated  then  along  the  South  Uonchurlar.  railway. 
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Since  then,  the  .ir-iy  endeavored  to  Maintain  public  peace  in  tho 
region  along  the  South  Manchurian  Rail.. ay. 

Tho  Nanking  Oovorn; »r.t ,  on  the  other  hand,  unexpectedly  node  a 
proposal  to  ua  that  a  noutral  zono  should  be  established  in  tho  vicinity  of 
Cl.i:.chor:  at  the  tine  when  tlie  cbovo-uer.tloned  forces  of  ours  startod  advancing 
to  the  vicinity  of  this  city.  Honevor,  as  soon  as  our  forces  ccsiplctod 
ovr.cuc.tion  to  tho  oast  of  the  Rivor  Liao,  they  announced  thot  they  were 
opposed  to  creating  a  neutral  zono  and  uttered  3uch  treacherous  ords  that 
the  said  proposal  had  boon  ’.isdo  by  tho  Japanese  .jny.  The  proposal  'iace  by 
thx  Chinoso  gave  it.,  .cat  thus  turuod  out  to  be  a  neons  of  sultlrg  tholr  own 
convenionco  only  by  evading  our  attack  or.  Chine How.  Towards  the  Middle  of 
Dccenber,  tho  positions  ir.  tho  vicinity  of  Chincho'W  '..ore  still  noro  strongtlione- 
and  tho  eneny  strength  concontratod  thereabout  anounted  to  so.’io  35,000  non 
with  60  cannons  or  so,  a  powerful  unit  of  which  advanced  as  for  os  tho 
Mukden-Shanhailrwan  railway  and  Y iugkow  brar.ch-lino  quarters,  cast  of  the 
Rivor  Talir.g.  Volunteer  anios,  flying  columns  and  bandits  instigated  by  the 
cneuy  numbered  50,000  to  60,000.  They,  crossing  tho  Rivor  Liao  as  soon  as  it 
frozu,  etched  for  a  chance  to  attack  those  quarters  along  the  South  Manchurian 
Railway.  In  concert  with  thou,  bandits  in  the  area  of  tho  ij-.tung-lJhcr.en 
rail-.. ay  couo  gradually  to  start  active  operations. 

..s  the  ..r.y  found  it  difficult  to  discharge  its  duties  uorely  by 
guarding  the  quarters  along  tlie  South  Manchurian  Railway,  it  deteruined  to 
start  suppressing  those  bandits  fron  tho  letter  part  of  Docenber,  and  sent 
tho  2nd  Division  from  tho  River  Liao  line  on  Decoiber  28  to  c :rry  out  tho 
duties  of  subjugation  in  tho  region  along  tho  Yingkow  brunch  line.  They 
happened  to  fight  with  bandits  nixod  with  powerful  regulars  in  the  vicinity 
of  Tienchuangtai  and  Pans  I*  an.  Thus,  since  the  foot  became  clear  thut  tho 
bandits  in  Liaohsi  re  re  supported  by  Chinoso  rogulrrs,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  annihilate  the  Chinese  regulars  in  the  vicinity  of  Chine how  in 
order  to  >  a  in  to  in  public  peace  in  South  ikuiohurla.  Hereupon  our  Main  forces 
started  advancing  on  the  30th  by  way  of  the  Mu'aion-6han.'nikv.’an  railway.  Tho 
onony  forces  iu  tho  vicinity  of  Chinchow  nho  had  previously  boon  so  arrogant 
-ere  now  overwheLied  by  the  strength  of  the  Inporial  ary  nr.d  began  with¬ 
drawing  inside  the  Croat  Hall  wit 'tout  fighting  a  single  battle  with  us,  ns  a 
result  of  whioh  the  vicinity  of  Chincliow  bocaue  throvn  into  a  lawless  stoto 
for  a  while  and  public  poaco  was  cbout  to  bo  dieturbod.  The  nr.y,  therefore, 
uado  the  20th  Division  advance  to  the  vicinity  of  Chinchow,  withdrawing  the 
2nd  Division  without  delay  into  tho  region  clong  tho  South  Manchurian  Railway. 

9.  Dospctch  of  troops  to  Harbin. 

In  Xirln  Province,  although  H3H.SL.  sub::itted  to  the  r.cwly- 
establishcd  Government,  00:10  partita,  holding  influonco  in  Harbin  and  Pinhsion 
districts,  established  an  anti-Kirin  government,  disturbed  B3X  II3L.'s 
administration,  rcjectod  his  ropoated  advice  and  did  not  surrender  to  him. 
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On  account  of  th Is  tho  minds  of  tho  people  in  Kirin  Province,  became 
unsettled.  Tl.o  Kirin  Govormujnt,  therefore,  started  military  operations 
on  January  5.  In  tlx.  meantime,  tlie  Knai.tung  hr. y ,  not  desirous  of  bocoi.iiig 
involved  in  the  political  strife  of  any  Chinese  party,  maintained  a  strictly 
noutral  attitude.  The  Kirin  .a:y  thereafter  pressed  th6  anti-Kirin  Hr.y 
herd  until  they  recc’xd  tlio  suburbs  of  Harbin  in  tho  latter  part  of  January. 
On  January  27,  hostilities  v/cro  oponod  but  .con  the  lain  forces  of  theso 
ar-ies  in  the  eastern  suburbs  of  Hnrbin.  Prior  to  tl.is,  the  uuti-Kirin  any 
steadily  dispatchod  roinforcoixnto  to  the  vicinity  of  Harbin  end  a  pert  of 
sane  co:n.x>ncod  looting.  4  Japanese  residents  tho  re  mere  slaughtered  by 
thou,  o  fe«  Korean  uoi.un  :ero  carried  Guay,  and  thus  tlie  oefety  of  cur 
residents  (about  4,000  Japanese  and  about  1,500  Koreans)  becanc  greatly 
Jeopardlzoo.  ..ccordingiy,  the  ..riy  dotcr.iinod  to  dispatch  to  Harbin  one 
unit  cniposed  of  2  infantry  battalions  in  order  to  protect  our  rcslceucs, 
notifying  both  armies  of  having  no  other  intention  than  safeguarding  our 
rosidonts.  Tho  anti-Kirin  cr.y,  ho.ttvor,  destroyed  tno  Southern  brcnch-line 
of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway,  seized  rolling  stocks  and  obstructed  our 
transportation  to  the  utmost.  Judging  froii  these  facts,  tho  intention  of  the 
anti-Kirin  er.y  ves  to  do  thoir  host  to  check  tho  Japanese  forces  proceeding 
northvard ,  to  defeat  the  Kiri.  ..ivy  in  the  neanvhilc.  or.d  thon  to  turn  to 
routing  the  Japoneso  forces.  Thereupon,  tho  «.ry,  for  feer  that  it  -..oulc.  bo 
dangerous  to  :iako  2  battalions  uuvui.ee  to  isolated  Harbin,  doc  iced  or. 
dispatching  the  main  forces  of  tl'.o  2nd  Division  to  hnrbin.  Tho  2nd  Division, 
being  olmllengcd  by  the  anti-Kirin  t.r.iy,  opened  fire,  end  on  February  5, 
after  dofoetlug  that,  ocoupiod  tl.o  city  of  Hnrbin.  Hanover,  sinco  our  forces 
had  boon  unable  to  deal  tho  ana  y  forces  a  decisive  bio  :,  it  r/as  impossible 
to  stamp  out  tho  unrost  end  instability  brooding  over  Forth  Hanchuria.  In 
consoquance,  it  mas  decided  that  W>  2nd  Division  should  bo  stationed  there 
for  tho  tine  bei;:g  to  insure  public  pocco  in  this  region. 

10.  Disposition  of  our  foroos  at  proaont. 

i.s  Montior.ed  above,  tho  -r:y  Una  disposed  about  one-half  of  the 
forces  in  Harbin  and  Tcitoihara  to  cope  .’ith  tho  liresont  situation,  us  public 
pence  in  Uorth  Manchuria  is  not  yet  restored.  ,hs  for  the  other  half,  the 
nry  has,  in  order  to  insuro  public  pocco  in  Fongtiou  Frcvincc,  disposed  its 
main  forces  in  tho  vicinity  of  CL  Inchon  ru.d  a  part  of  it  in  the  vie  lnity  of 
I  ilka  on. 
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Ou  account  of  this  tho  minds  of  t'10  people  in  Kirin  Province,  beca-io 
unsettled.  The  Kirin  Govorzu-ont,  ther>fore,  started  military  operations 
on  January  5,  In  the  meantime,  the  Kwnutuug  hr.c',  not  desirous  of  bocot.iiig 
involved  in  the  political  strife  of  any  Chinese  party,  maintained  a  strictly 
noutral  attitude.  The  Kirin  .a* .y  thereafter  pressed  the  anti-Kirin  hr.jy 
hold  until  they  xvcc'.cd  tho  suburbs  of  Karbin  in  tho  latter  part  of  January. 
On  January  27,  hostilities  noro  oponod  between  tho  naia  forces  of  theso 
armies  in  the  oostora  suburbs  of  Harbin.  Prior  to  this,  the  anti-Kirin  any 
steadily  dispatched  re inforco! units  to  tho  vicinity  of  Earbiu  end  n  pert  of 
sane  commenced  looting.  4  Japanese  residents  thero  were  slaughtered  by 
thou,  a  few  Korean  -.roi.on  zero  carried  at/ay,  and  thus  the  oefsty  of  cur 
residents  (about  4,000  Japanese  and  cbout  1,500  Koreans)  buoano  grectly 
Jeopardized.  ..ccordingly,  the  ..r.y  deter. linad  to  dispatch  to  Harbin  one 
unit  caiposed  of  2  infantry  battalions  in  ord,.r  to  protect  our  rcsicen.s, 
notifying  both  armies  of  havi..g  no  other  intention  than  safeguarding  our 
roBidonts.  Tho  anti-Kirin  cr.y,  however,  destroyed  the  3outhem  brcnch-line 
of  tho  Chincso  Eastern  Railway',  seized  rolling  sto.ks  and  obstructed  our 
transportation  to  the  ut.»3t.  Judging  iron  the3e  facts,  tho  intention  of  the 
anti-Kirin  er.iy  tea  to  do  thoir  best  tj  check  tho  Japanese  forces  praceedin,, 
northward,  to  defeat  the  Kirin  .. rzy  in  tho  meanwhile  and  thon  to  turn  to 
routing  tho  Japanese  forces.  Thereupon,  tho  i. ry,  for  focr  that  it  would  bo 
dangerous  to  make  2  battalions  uavauco  to  isolated  KarLin,  dec  iced  on 
dispatching  the  a  in  forces  of  tho  2nd  Division  to  hnrbin.  Tho  2nd  Division, 
being  oJallengcd  by  the  anti-Kirin  t.r.iy,  oponed  fire,  end  ou  February  5, 
uftcr  defecting  them,  occupied  tho  city  of  Harbin.  However,  sinco  our  forces 
had  beon  unable  to  deal  tho  cne  y  forces  a  decisive  bio:,  it  was  impossible 
to  stamp  out  tho  unrost  and  instability  brooding  over  Forth  limehuria.  In 
conscquance,  it  was  decided  that  tho  2nd  Division  should  be  strtioned  thero 
for  tho  tine  being  to  insure  public  poooe  in  this  region. 

10.  Disposition  of  our  forces  at  prosont. 

i.s  mentioned  above,  tho  hns  disposed  about  onc-holf  of  the 
forces  in  Karbiu  mid  Tcitsihara  to  cope  :ith  tho  proaent  situation,  ib  public 
peace  in  iiortl.  Ifcnohuric  is  not  yet  restored.  ,S  for  the  other  half,  tho 

has,  in  order  to  insure  public  poaco  in  Fongtioii  Frcvlnco,  disposed  its 
main  forces  in  tho  vicinity  of  Chinchow  and  a  part  of  it  in  the  vicinity  of 
Jiikcon. 
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